Pluto's Demotion
Divides Astrologers,
Troubles Scorpios

The Minor-Planet Faction
Takes the News in Stride;
Astrolabe Adjusts Charts
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The ruling by the world's top astronomers to boot Pluto from the planet category is sending
shock waves through another set of dedicated stargazers: the world of astrologers, who are
already mulling how this turn of events will affect our moods, our lucky numbers and our
chances of getting a date on Saturday night.

For weeks, astrologers have been buzzing about the proposal approved yesterday at the
International Astronomical Union general assembly in Prague that will recast the map of the
solar system for the first time since 1930. After days of impassioned debate, the astronomers
voted to demote Pluto, the smallest of the nine planets, to a new class of solar-system bodies
called dwarf planets.

Astrologers believe that the positions of the moon, sun and stars affect
human affairs and that people born under the 12 signs of the Zodiac
tend to pick up qualities of the planets associated with those signs.
Some astrologers, including leaders of the American Federation of
Astrologers and the Astrological Association of Great Britain, are
standing firmly by Pluto. They say they will continue to regard the icy
orb as a full-blown planet with a powerful pull on our psyche, despite
the astronomers' decision.

"Whether he's a planet, an asteroid, or a radioactive matzo ball, Pluto
has proven himself worthy of a permanent place in all horoscopes,"
says Shelley Ackerman, columnist for the spirituality Web site
Beliefnet.com. Ms. Ackerman criticized the IAU for not including
astrologers in its decision.
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Others warned that Scorpios -- people born between Oct. 23 and Nov. 21 -- should be
especially cautious in the coming days because the sign is closely associated with Pluto.

"Scorpios can be extremely explosive, and very direct, and this could be the trigger that makes
them explode," says Milton Black, an Australian astrologer who claims to have more than
580,000 clients. Laura Bush, Hillary Clinton and Condoleezza Rice, take note. All three are
Scorpios.

Yesterday's ruling in Prague brought good news to






