What young British Muslims say can be
shocking - some of it is also true

French Muslims identify with France more than their British
counterparts do with Britain. We need to understand why
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For anyone who has hoped and believed, as I have, that the British way of
integrating Muslim citizens is more promising than the French one, the last
year has been discouraging. Following the shock of the July 7 London
bombings, perpetrated by young Muslims born and educated here, we now
have the results of two recent opinion polls, an excellent TV documentary by
Channel 4's Jon Snow, and the sombre warnings of Britain's most senior
Muslim policeman. All convey the same message. Not only do many young
British Muslims feel more alienated from the country they live in than their
parents did - that's true of Muslims from immigrant families right across
Europe - but the sense of not belonging seems to be even more acute in

Britain than in France.

In a poll conducted for the Channel 4 documentary, only half the British
Muslims questioned said they thought of Britain as "my country", whereas
nearly a quarter said they thought of it as "their country" - meaning someone
else's. The younger respondents were, the greater the alienation. Shockingly,
one in three British Muslims aged between 18 and 24 said they would rather






